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say unto thee. Friend, go up higher; the FOR FEMININE READERSTHE HEBREW PROVERBS rabid barg.iln-scek- r r Is no place for b r,

where anything and everything Is pur-
chase! that is off ereJ; and. as a rule "oar-gain- s'

of any actual wcrth arc only found
in first-cla- ss business houses.

Proverbs for philosophy or theology of any
kind whatever: If we do look for it there,
we shall not find it. Theology is the sci-
ence of religion,. and the book of Proverbs
is not scientific. It contains no creed, ar.d
r.o elements out of which a creed can be
formed. It contains no ethical system, and
no elements out of which an ethical sys-
tem can be formed. It Is not, and does not
purport to bo scientific. You can find in it
no hint of what are called the great doc-
trines of Christianity: such as trinity, rev-
elation. Inspiration, divine sovereignty, and
the like. You can find It In no system of
life, such as you find in the Sermon on the
Mount. Those separate I Instructions, these
fragments of wisdom, and without system
deliberately and intentionally without sys-
tem. The book of Proverbs is in no sense
a theological book, and you will not find in
It any of the great ideals of the Hebrew-people- .

It never refers to Israel as the

blasphemy! N'o. not Jehovah wisdom,
wisdom. This Is the picture of life as the
man has actually seen It. as you have seen
It,. as I have seen it. The young man who
had counsels jnit round about him. who was
told If he wouid go on In his present career
he would certainly bring evil on himself.
He would go. he "was headstrong, he was
wiser than his father, he would take his
own course. He has taken it; he has ruined
himself; he has dragged himself down in
the dust; he Is dishonored and disgraced in
his own eyes and in the eyes of all men.
And now all those counsels come Hocking
about him like ghosts; all that old wisdom
comes and taunts him: that past says to
him. "I told you so." Ills father may not
say so; his mother may not say so; If they
aro wise they will not, but life says so. And
then, while all these ghosts of the wisdom
of the past are taunting him, while they
are Hinging his folly In his face, while they
aro scourging him with whips like scor-
pions, whose every blow falls on his bleed-
ing back and makes him wnce and cry
with horror, then comes the voice of Je-
hovah, and here it is interpreted by tho
idealist: "Seek ye the Lord, while He may
be found, call ye upon Him while Ho is
near; let the wicked forsake his way, and
the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let
him return unto the Lord, and He will
have mercy upon him; and to our elod, for
He will abundantly pardon. For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higner than your
ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts."

PROVERHS ARK TRUE.
Abundantly pardon. "Why? Because the

writer of Proverbs shows forth but the
thoughts of man, while the prophet shows
forth the thoughts of God, and God's
thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are
His ways our ways. Young man! who came
In here to-nig- ht attra ted by curiosity and
newspaper rcorts, I put those two mes-
sages before you. You are going out into
life! wise counselors have counseled you;
but you will taste the cup of pleasure, you
will try the course of greed, you will walk
in tho way of ambition, you think yourself
wiser than the wise men who were before
you. you are determined to try the experi-
ment of life. 1 warn you here to-nig- ht,

I'roverhs is true, and when you have drunk
the cup of pleasure, when you have trodden
the path of greed, when you have walked
the way of ambition, all these counsels will
come, back to haunt you and jeer at you
and mock you. And you others who have
known this experience and look back with
bitterness; upon wasted years, to you I
bring tho message of the great prophet of
idealism, "Let the wicked forsake his way,
and let the unrighteous man forsake histhoughts, and let him return unto Jehovah;
for he will have mercy upon him: and to
our God, for He will abundantly pardon."

In such a collection of the wise sayings
of keen observers we shall find much that
is satirical arid humorous. "The Proverbs,"
says W. J. Heecher, of Auburn Theological
Seminary', "are remarkably rich in humor,
though this is'a fact which most readers
fail to' appreciate by reason of our accus-
tomed solemn way at looking at everything
in the Bible." A sentence from an ortho-
dox professor in a Presbyterian seminary
which I commend to those who think it
irreverent to llnd mirth in a book which
distinctly commends mirth. Let us turn to
a few of. these proverbs, which contain

mold It. and you shall leave your Impress
upon him forever. Your kiss may put him
on the path of noble destiny and be a holy
Inspiration to him through all hi years.
Thus may your motherhood make you
great.

4. And now this bright home Is suddenly
darkened. The same child that brought the
gladness also brings the .sorrow; for our
dearest treasures are oar frailest posses-
sions, and it Is our sweetest joys that can
be turned into our sharpest pgonies. Trial
tests greatness. SometJr-- these that are
thought to b. jrnat are. in rial, seen to be
not great at all. but very ej.k. Hut it 1

In th. d.irkru.:" of this tri.il that h

voir.a n"s r- - S .ureatness. comes out and
shines i:i th. p.iivst sp'.rndo. The child
out It the harv? field received it sun-
stroke and rri'd. "My head, my head:"
The father said and it is the very thin?
any father weu!d say '"Carry him to his
mother."

The scene Is now full of intense excite-
ment, but through it all the mother 1 calm
and knows Just what to do. She was
strong in self-contr- ol, and this is one of the
highest elements of greatness. She held the
child on her knees until noon, when it
died. Then she carried the precious body
v.p and laid it on the bed of the man of
God. In quick, decisive tones she ordered
an ass to Ie saddled and in hot has to she
came to Carmel to the prophet. Klisha raw
her coming and sent a servant to ask her.

it well with thee? Is it well with thy
husband? Is It well with the child?" And
fdio answered. "It is well." What profound
faith and hope and calmness were in her
heart that, with her only child, a darling
boy, dead in her home, she could yet say,
"It is well." Then she fell at the feet of
the prophet and pleaded with him. The
prophet came and stretched himself upon
the child and it opened its eyes; and the
mother came in and took up her son and
went out.

So the story closes, and this unknown
woman disappears from the sceno wearing
the crown of religious faith. She was
irreat because she had in her soul a touch
of ther greatness of God. Christian faith is
woman's profoundest strength and finest
adornment. Woman with religion is better
than man. and without it she is worse. At
the tomb of Jesus the finest flower of
womanhood must ever grow. When she Is
filled with His spirit, sho shall touch the
highest limit of her possibilities; and
though, as In the case of this unnamed
woman, her name may not be written on
the page of history, yet shall she be truly

reat. and her name shall be written in
the book of life.

True greatness, then, does not consist in
the things that commonly get the name
of being gTeat. The highest greatness is
moral and spiritual and lies in the soul.
It may exist in the humblest place and
not shine outside a man's workshop or a
iroman's home. What is the most splendid
oology ever uttered? It fell from the lips
of Jesus and dropped on a woman's brow:
"She hath wrought a good work on me;
8he hath done what she could." This is
the utmost limit of human achievement,
the highest measure of greatness; and each
one of us may win and wear this crown.
(Copyright, 1S97. by Newspaper Sermon

Association, Boston.)

TALK WITH RUSSELL SAGE.

(Concluded from N In tit Pnsce.)
and through, and as 1 left him I said that
while wo expected to stick to Clay as long
as there was the least hope for him, we
would come to Taylor whenever it became
evident that he could not be nominated. I
then presented the: case to our delegation.
They agreed. nd when the crisis came in
the convention ar.d it was evident that
Clay's chances were gone I threw our vote
to Taylor, and thus brought about his nom-

ination. Well, the friends of Taylor were
so. pleased that they carue to me and said:

" 'Now, Mr. Sage, you have? helped us
nominate the President and we will let
jou nominate the Vice President.

"I had not thought of that at all. and I
took some time to-- consider. Among other
men I thought of Filmore, who was then
a young lawyer of Buffalo. I knew him
well, and thought he would make a good
Vice President. I suggested his name, and
It was brought before the convention.- - He
was nominated without trouble. I then
notified him that he had been chosen as our
vice presidential candidate.

"He accepted the nomination and the
ticket was elected. Zuch Taylor died before
his term was half over and Fillmore be-

came President. So you see upon what lit-
tle things gTeat reputations turn."

WHY HE GOT OUT OF CONGRESS.
"You were quite young when you were

In Congress, . Mr. Sage. You might have
made a great success there. Why did you
leave politics?"

"I did not think politics would pay," re-
plied Mr. Sage. "I was oeJ.v four years in
Congress. I was there during the long can-
vass for the speakership, in which after
live weeks of balloting we elected Nk I'.

shalt thou have worship In the presenc
of them that sit at meat wltn thee.

Turn to other counsel Paul's: "Dearly
beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather
give place unto wrath: for It Is written.
Vengeance is mine: I will repay, salth the
Lord. Therefore, if thine enemy hunger,
feed him; If he thirst, give him drink; for
in so doing thou shalt heap coals of tire,
on his head."

But the author of these proverbs had said
almost the same thing years before: "If
thine, enemy be hungry, firlve him bread to
eat: if he be thirsty, give him water to
drink; for thou shalt heap coals of fire
upon his head, and Jehovah shall reward
thee." Do you see the difference? I'aul does
not promise any reward. The author of the
book of Proverbs does. The prudential
spirt, the utilitarian spirit, is in the book
of Proverbs. V'hen you get to Paul it has
disappeared.

And yet the writers of these proverbs are
not. properly speaking, agnostics. They
write from the point of view of present
tim, but not from the point of view of men
who are content to be without the knowl-
edge of God. I hardly know where in liter-
ature you will tind a stronger, clearer,
briefer and more pregnant outcry for the
living God than in this:

ODE ON THE ITNSEARCHABLENESS OF GOD.
Surely I am more brutish than any man.
And have not the understanding of a man:
And I have not learned wisdom.
Neither have I the knowledge of the Holy One.
Who hath ascended up into heaven, and de-

scended?
Who hath fathered the wind in his fists?
Who hath bound the waters in his garment?
Who hath established all the ends of the earth?
What i3 his name, and what is his son's name

If thou knowest?
God speaks to us with many voices. To

men whose conscience is alert He speaks
through law. saying. "I am the Iord. thy
God: thou shalt have no other gods before
me;" to the men whose Imagination is
keen He speaks through poetry, declaring
that in His temple everything saith
"Glory:" to tho man of broad observation
he speaks in history, showing in the course
of Israel's history how Jehovah is revealed
in His dealing with the sons of men; to the
man who is a ceremonialist He speaks
through the Levitical code, pointing out
justice on the one hand and mercy on the
other, and to the man whose horizon is
limited by this world, who has no bright,
clear hope beyond the grave and no clear
vision of the Eternal Father, who longs to
know God and does not know Him; longs
to pierce the vail and cannot do it. He
speaks through the book of I'roverhs, say-
ing: "If there were no God. and If there
were no life to come, still all sin would be
folly and all virtue would be wisdom."

mvniLEIIKM IX Jl'DKA.

It IIn Ilnrely Klfcht Tlinnnnnd Inhab-
itants, unil In Xnt Attractive.

Kdwln S. Wallace, in St. Nicholas.
It is a little city, and it does not take

many people to crowd it: but, beside being
the birthplace of Jesus, It is the birthplace
of Israel's great warrior King, David.

Bethlehem to-da- y has barely eight thou-
sand Inhabitants, and in appearance is not
attractive. The streets are too narrow for
vehicles; in fact, there is but one street in
the town wide enough for carriages, and
it is so very narrow that they cannot pass
each other in it. The streets were made
for foot travelers, donkeys and camels.

Bethlehem is about five miles south of
Jerusalem. Leaving the larger city by the
Jaffa gate, we take a carriage and ride
rapidly over the line road built but a few
years ago. The carriage we are In and
those wo meet are wretched affairs. The
horses are to be pi tied, first, because they
are not well cared for, and. second, because
their drivers are regular jehus. who drive
them furiously up hill and down. In less
than an hour we are in the market place
of Bethlehem, in front of the Church of
the Nativity.

Let us suppose we have arrived on Christ-
mas eve, in time to wander about and to
become acquainted with the little city.

Of course, it has chane-e- d in appearance
since the time of the birth of Christ. It Is
larger and better built. Now. as then, the
houses are of stone, and. as cities and cus-
toms change but little in the Kast, we may
safely infer that modern Bethlehem houses
are much like those of nineteen hundredyears ago. Perhaps some of the old build-
ings that were in existence so long ago may
still be standing. Of course, the great
Church of the Nativity was not then erect-
ed, nor. were any of the large religious
buildings we see. These are the memorials
of a later day, built in honor of Him whose
earthly life began here. One would have
to be mindful of his surroundings and very
unimaginative not to wonder what the
place was like on that night the anniver-
sary of which we are celebrating.

W know that then, as on this Dec. 24,
It was Idled with people. But those people
had come for a different purpose. Augustus
Caesar, the master of the then known
world, had issued an imperial decree order-
ing a general registration of all his. sub-
jects. This was for the purpose of revising
or completing the tax lists. According to
Roman law people were to register in their
own cities that is. the city in which they
lived or to which their village or town was
attached. According to Jewish methods
they would register by tribes, families and
the houses of their fathers. Joseph andMary were Jews, and conformed to the
Jewish custom. It was well known that
he and Mary were of the tribe of Judah and
family of David, and that Bethlehem was
their ancestral home. Accordingly, thev
left the Nazareth home, in the territory of
Zebulun. and came to David's own city, in
the territory of Judah.

They came down the east bank of the Jor-
dan, crossed the river at Jericho, and cameup among the Judean hills and valleys tillthey reached Bethlehem. It was a long
journey and a wearisome one. and. on ar-
riving, a place of rest was the first thing
sought. Evidently they had no friends liv-
ing in the place; or, if they had, their
houses were already filled. It was neces-sary that shelter be had, and Immediately.
In the khan, or inn. there was no room;
so there was nothing to do but occupy apart of the space provided for cattle. Itwas not an unusual thing to do, and is
often done to-da- y in these Eastern villages.
In fact, they were about as comfortable
there as in any khan. At a khan one may
procure a cup of coffee and a place to lie
down on the floor, but each guest provides
his own bed and covering. This was allJoseph and Mary could have obtained in
the inn, had there been room for them.
And here in Bethlehem. In a stable, or acave used for stabling animals. Jesus was
born, and Mary "wrapped Him in swad-
dling clothes and laid Him in a manger."

WILLI II A X II TAD L1XCOLX.

The Two Sunn nf tho Great President
mill Their Xntnren.

Julia Taft Bayne contributes an article to
the February St. Nicholas on "Willie and
Tad Lincoln." who were playmates of her
brother during the time that they lived in
the White House. Mrs. Bayne says: Willie
Lincoln was the most Jovable boy I ever
know sensible, sweet-tempere- d, anil gentle-mannere- d.

He was rather fair, with biue-gra- y

eyes, while Tad had quick, dark eyes,
and a fiery temper. Though very affection-
ate when ho chose. Tad was unyielding in
his dislikes. His peculiar defect of speech
made it difficult for strangers to under-
stand him. but those who saw him every
day had no difficulty.

The two Lincoln boys were then a little
over ten and eight years of age, my two
brothers being a year or two older. The el-

der. Horatio, or "Budd." as he was always
called, was fair, like Willie Lincoln, while
Hally was dark. This resemblance of the
two pairs of boys was often remarked
upon.

Wiilio and Tad were two healthy, rollick-
ing Westerti boys who h;d never lieon ac-
customed to restraint. The notice which
their father's exalted station brought upon
them was at times distasteful. Willie once
said: "Wasn't there ever a I 'resident who
had children before? 1 wish they wouldn't
stare at us so!"

The first time they went to church with
us. Willie said: "Will he pray for us. do

ou think? Preachers always pray so long
for pa. nr. fcmitn uiu pray tor them, as
he recognized them in our pew. Willlie's
cheeks grew very red. but Tad was sitting
on the floor of the pew. and heeded not.
He was so uneasy that he always sat on the
floor a good part of the service, drawing
pictures, and amusing himself with what
ever he could find in his pockets.

On another Sunday, when he was unus
ually restless, a young otiicer friend of ours
gave him a knife, which he thought Tad
would not open, but he did. and cut his lin
ger, and I had to do It up In my best tm- -
broldered handkerchlor.

On this occasion I was goaded to say, "I'll
never take you to church again. Thomas
Lincoln!" he hated of all things to 1

called Thomas "I just suffer agonies all
the time." "Well." said Tad. "wasn't
Willie sitting up there, good as pie, and
you poked me with your toe:

The Revival of Winter.
Who said that our climate Is changing:?
That Hums frcm this resl n had riowii? v

For now like a warrior he's ranging
Thro' the. length and breadth of the rone.

The brooklet, the lake and the river
Are c!ased in his frigid embrace.
While his breath makes th foitst to shiver,
And whitens the earth's somber face.

We clinsr to the warmth of the fire
(Some have but the wainith of the sun),lr Reims In the strength of his lie
Has pity or fevlins for none.

Hut like the grim tyrants of story.
We knw his sway Furely will end
When t'prlng, fairy spring, in her glory
Shall to his dominion descend.

And in the eweet dawn of her rmillng.
The leaves and the blV;Foms once more
Shall unfold by her bentle
And to earth its beauty restore.

Richard Owen.

WOMFA'S WAY OP KLKCTIONr.l'.llINC;
AS SEKS IX M:V YORK SOROSIS.

SiiKKeM ion to Women Who Mut lie
Ceononiicnl In lire A. Literary
Feature of Dining: Odds anil I'nda.

Sorosls was all excitement yesterday, says
the New York Evening Sun. Kvery aigrette
of every bonnet of every member showed
it, while the very air was tense with sui-press- ed

emotion. It wasn't the "subject for
discussion" that was the cause of it all; no,
nor the able way in which the subject was
discussed. It takes more than "Some Re-

cent Kvents and Their lUiation to Wom-
en," even when handled by ten women,
each with a three-pl- y name, so to arouse
this staid and dignified society. The real
reason for the unwonted exhilaration was
the fact that yesterday was the last meet-
ing of tho club before its annual election.
The first Monday. of next month would wit-
ness an entirely different order of things.
As the three years' constitutional limita-
tion would then be "up," yesterday was,
therefore, the last time that Mrs. Helmuth
would occupy the presidential chair. All
tho members thought of this yesterday
when they weren't thinking of who would
bo called upon to occupy the chair for the
next three years. Tho very gavel thought
of It; at all events it went kersmash at the
very first tap. "There," remarked a senti-
mental member sitting on the seventh row,
"even that senseless piece of wood realizes
that it is positively her last appearance."
It is just possible that Mrs. Helmuth
thought of it herself. She was certainly
costumed as even she had never before Ikkii
cbstumed. King Solomon in all his glory-n- ot

to speak of the Queen of She ha
couldn't have held a candle to her. Her
gown was a royal purple velvet, with
glimpses of green satin and touches of yel-
low lace, the kind of a frock that would
draw a ten-dee- p crowd at any opening. As
for her bonnet but why attempt to put the
unutterable into words? Isn't it enough to
say that it surpassed all previous eiforts
either of Sorosis or its president in the way
of millinery? Mrs. Helmuth has become
much slighter during the past year,
and it is not too much to say
that her appearance yesterday' was
her very best, even if it was also
her very last. But Mrs. Helmuth wasn't the
only ono who was gorgeously gowned. In
her role of the "Vanishing Lady" sho was
all that was effective, but hers wasn't the
only. role. Others. The "Appearing lady."
for Instance. It Is I.e Itoi est mort. ive
le Roi, even in women's clubs, and already
the Sorosisters are wondering who their
next head will be. Of course it's all a. very
impersonal and disinterested wonder. Not
a member of them who wouldn't tell you If
you asked her that she hadn t tho slight
est individual feeling in the thing; merely
i healthy desire for the good of the club
at large, you know, etc. For all that,
though, it wasn't possible to come within
earshot of a single bonnet on exhibition
yesterday without hearing a queer little
humming noise. In some cases Touder than
in others, of course, but all duo to the same
cause the buzzing1 of the presidential bee.
Alany members made open bids for future
votes. There was one creature resplendent
in cherry colored moire moire of the thick
est and sheenlest, cherry color of the clear-
est and vivldest. How the lorgnettes were
leveled at her. The frock was cut prin- -
cesse. and as the wearer had a truly regal
figure, the effect was nothing less than
stunning. A black velvet hat of Brobding- -
nagian proportions and heavy with ostrich
plumes, completed the costume. "Wouldn't
?he look handsome on the platform?
"What a presiding officer she'd make."

That's the sort of woman we want for
president," were tho remarks heard on all
sides. Another woman evidently gunning
ror the presidential chair was at-
tired in one of those moire pop
lins, in color lilac and in pat-
tern an invisible plaid. This was
trimmed with plain lilac silk and point lace.
Among other aspirants may be mentioneda woman in dark red, with much fine em-
broidery in black about the bodice dtapery,
back and front, while the sides of thecorsage and the yoke were of black, braided
In gold. A crush of red roses served as
a bonnet with this frock. let another
member who plainly had a presidential bee
in her bonnet was clad in quite a bright
blue cloth with lots of silver braiding uon
the velvet zouave and a green and blue
bonnet. All the clothes were unusually
smart yesterday, though. Only a few very
striking costumes, auch as those mentioned.
could stand out among so many elegant
ones. Mrs. Helmuth's three years of office
nave not been in vain. As a sartorial mis-
sionary in darkest Sorosis her work has
been most successful. To realize this one
has only to compare the clothes of those
same members threo years ago with the
clothes they wore yesterday. Why, thevery standards of tho society have been
changed. As one woman was heard to put
it yesterday to her out-of-to- wn gueft:
"row. aren t they a well-dress- ed crowd?
Did you ever see smarter ciothes? I know
that years ago a lot of old frumps belonged
to the thing, but, thank fortune, they've
all died off or dropped out, and nowadays
you won t find any club whose gowns and
bonnets can compare to Sorosis." Shades
of Alice and Phoebe Cary! It was another
woman who after a final survey of the dis
play, observed: "Well, the question won't
be no shall be our next president? but
which one shall we choose of all these
women who have to-da- y shown themselves
so eminently fit for the office?"

Keononileal Dressing.
New York Post.

In these days, when the changes of fash- -
Ion aro so freequent and often so diamet-
rically opposed to those preceding what Is
latest, economy suggests tho purchase of a
few very handsome rather than many ar-
ticles of dress, and also the exercise of con- -

. , ...r ..ii- - i i i i iMueictoie ingenuity in auupung tueso gowns
effectively to special and varied occasions
I wish to give a few practical suggestions
to women whoso positions in life, even if
they are not wealthy, oblige them to be
well gowned. In the first place, make it a
rule to Invariably Ie well supplied with tho
lest of gloves, boots and at least one hand
some dress bonnet, which, in these days of
wonderfully reasonable shipos and garni
tures, need not bo at all extravagenL Al-
ways have a fresh pair of black or dark
gloves to save tho wear of your lighter
ones, and take special care of lioth In re-
moving them. Never roll them tin: always
pull them into shape while warm from the
hands. A rich black silk, satin or brocaded
gown of small design, stylishly made, is a
background for endless changes in dress.Creamy lace caught hero and there withpretty jeweled lace pins, little velvet lnMero
jackets, stamped and wro with silk or
beads and spangles; fanciful collars of col
ored velvet, with lace, jet or chiffon trim
mings; a pair of deep lace cuffs, with a
bertha to match: a fichu of black point
d'esprit. with rumVs of the same caught
here and there with cherry satin ribbons;graceful braces formed of Persian passe-
menterie, with a girdle corresponding;
pretty garniture of lcads and embroidery
in the lorm or yokes; square-necke- d plast
rons. Breton bretelles, banded across the
front, full neck ruches of llsse. motisselaine
d sole, or net. with wrist frills to match
with all these and many more charming
confections a plain dark or black gown is
multiplied constantly as well as trans
formed.

The shop windows are already aclow with
not only spring temptations in the way of
light wools innumerable, and fancy silks
galore, but the most summer-lik- e diaphan
ous gauzes, muslins, and tulles that one
must go inside where it Is comfortably
warm to even look at without a chill. And
now comes also the Inovtiwbie mark-dow- n

sales, and here the greatest discretion Is
needed. As a rule deliberate choice and
bargain sales have very little in common.
Ono makes one's bed i mean here ward
robe recklessly, and then come the inevit
able consequences. There are wise, clever
shoppers, many of them women of wealth.
who plan to wait each season for thcs
sales. They are aware by past experience
that many elegant trimmings, fabrics
wraps, etc.. are at this time sold very often
for half their originul price because u.
heads of various departments :ire a war
that bv another season these garments or
materials will be wholly out of fashion or
request, and will then go for a song, and
thev are thus sold for far less than they
cost the merchant. But great discrimina
tion is needfd. and this countless v.onv--

lack. At sieht of some pretty bargain,
away goes all prudence, ar.d money i.i a
moment of impulse is expended for some-
thing that is not need d and In the end may
never be u.-e-d. An experienced buyer knows
the standard value of velvets, cloth, tweed.
Ilght-- w eight wools, laces, passementeries,
tc. If she perceives that the importers or

merchants : r - giving their customers the
benefit of a sale of valuable fabrks likely,
for rome reason. In the near future to lose
their nresent value, or if they wish the
room thev are occupying for more season-
able fabfics. yhe Is a wise woman who
lakes the benefit of this passing opportu-
nity. But the happy hunting ground of the

Art In I)rea.
San Francisco Town Talk.

There Is a subtle charm about a icr--
fectly gowned, thoroughly wt!l-groom- cd

woman that is far more potent than mere
beauty. This has been a recognized fact In
every civilized country but our own for
centuries. Until within a decade or so it
has been part of the American creed to
estimate beauty above all else, with the not
unnatural result that a woman possessed
with a trifle more than a fair sharrt of looks
had little difficulty in coavin. in ; herself
that hers was a case of "veni, vidi. vici"
without any further effort.

It was also a part of the former Ameri-
can creed io preach against what it called
"fine clothes."

In some circles If they were not regarded,
as a snare of his satanic majesty they wcr
ct rtaln to be condemm-- as an evidence of
idlo vanity to be persistently shunned. As
for the sjtluctive and unfatnomable "mys-
teries of the toilet," the American creed
did not recognize their existence. Th
typical American woman has been educated
In the belief that to bestow more than a
scant half hour upon getting herself lu
readiness for the day was a reprehensible
waste of time. The daintiness of the FrencU
woman's petit solres were absolutely for-
bidden her.

Of course things have changed tremen-
dously during the last few, years. All sorts
of revolutionary ideas have been introduced.
The American creed that is. this particular
part of it lias suffered shock after shock,
and threatens to bo smashed into evir so
many little bits. Think of the innumer-
able masseures. coiffeures and manicures
that have sprung into existence. Think of
the thousand and one inventions for lcauti- -
fying woman's face and form that one sees
dally advertised. Think of the eouturieres
and modistes that increase and multiply
with each succeeding season. Ileflcct upon
the influence they all have upon woman's
thoughts and the impression they are mak
ing upon woman's appearance, and con
sider the era of phvsieal culture it oienup before bewildered womankind, the possi-
bilities it offers to the ugly ducklings of life.

We are yet. with few exceptions, only iri
the kindergarten of the school that teaches
physical self-improvem- ent and the art of
dress, but we are learning rapidly, and
eventually it may be that the American
rather than the French woman will t
quoted as the sine qua non of every thiu&r
that is captivating in femininity.

The Quotation Menu.
Table Talk.

Inquiries are constantly received In refer
ence to the present fancy for enriching ths
food menu of ceremonious meals with one
equally dainty and satisfying in a literary
and humorous line. The method of accom
plishing this is a puztle to the hostess who,
for correct form's sake, has sometime since
banished the menu from tho tablet Except
on anniversary and holiday occasions, when
some novelty is introduced to Increase jol-

lity and Keneral sociability, the bill of fare
is abolished for private entertaining. The
reason for this has been its universal adop-
tion by clubs and societies for all public
dinners and receptions. There are, how-
ever, exceptions to this rule: women
tempted by artistic trlfies presented by the
trade becoming a law unto themselves In
the matter. As "all the world loves a lov-
er." so all women delight in favors, and
yet because In America we carry every-
thing to excess, these trifles have lost popu-
larity almost to their extinction. These din-
ner souvenirs reached such extravagance
as on several occasions to cost a thousand
dollars apiece, and soon the Inevitable re-

action followed, making everything of the
sort "unfashionable." "common," "vulgar
display" and the like, until it
requires a hostess of great in-
dependence to offer guests any gift less
perishable than flowers In tne exercise of
her hospitality. Signs now indicate that
the quotation menu in some pretty form
may soon replace the favor ns a lasting
memento of the feast. It seems still at
open question whether to revise the former
menu with approprite sentiments for eacn
course included, or to present the latter
alone. At a recent private dinner a pretty
accordion-folde- d trifle, ribbon strung, was
placed at every cover. Kach fold lore a
charming sentiment, many of them spicy
with character and local hits. Taking th
hostess as example, these were turned
read aloud between the courses, and a mea-
lier banquet from first to last could scarce-l- v

be conceived. Women will consent that
this late lad admits of great originality in
its adoption, although the Idea cannot ha
claimed as new. The bright hostess of the
past has made similar selections, and used
them with great success in entertaining.

Manv quotation menus have no reference
to food, but rather to the particular func-
tion "Shakspea re tea." "Chaucer evening."
"whist matinees." etc. Quotations appli-
cable to almost every' known delicacy of the
modern menu are to be found in the writ-
ings of past and present authors, but (ex-
cept from culinary authority) seems rather
the impulse of convivial occasions, and by
chance instead of intention.

Various Suggestions.
Tho coat which outlines th-- i figure at

th sides, fits it closely in the back and is
loose In front is the favorite style and bids
fair to bi for some months to come.

Whito satin stock collars aro worn by
French women with silk and velvet shirt
waists In place of the linen ones so common
here, and satin of any color may be substi-
tuted for tho white.

Iligh-nccke- d bodices are quite the correct
thing for evening wear a most acceptable
fashion in cold weather. They must he
well made and very elaborate, of course,
but that is the rule in all gowns just at
the, moment.

Tho newest evening toilets show the
skirts and upper portions cf the bodice dec-
orated with one billowy mss of accordion-pleate- d

frills of chiffon or mousselalne de
soie. plain or embroidered, black, white or
delicately tinted.
Barley water is very good in cases of fever,

inflammation, etc. It allays thirst, and is
useful in coughs and cold. Wash one-fourt- h,

IKJund barley, drain through a colander, put
it on in a pint of hot water, and boll
for live minutes, strain through a sieve,
throwing the wat r away. Put to the bar-
ley two quarts of fresh water, and boil
steadily for an hour, when strain. Many
persons like the thinnest yellow peel of a
lemon boiled with It; sweeten to taste.

Creat care should be used in washing silk
underwear. Soap never should bo rubbed
directly uion tho garment. Strong soapsud
made of warm water and a white soap will
be found best. Squeeze the garment In this
water, and then, if the garment is very
much soiled, pass it through another warm
suds and then rinse in a lukewarm water.
Press l'tween the bands to get out the
water, shake well, and pull into shape, and
when the g.irment is nearly dry press it on
the wrong side with a moderately hot iron.

Manv complain that they cannot drinlc
milk without its disagreeing with them.
The most common reason why milk Is not

y digested is that it Is taken too rap-Idl- y

and It enters the stomach and becomes
one solid mass, difficult of digestion. If It
is sipped It is so eiivlded on reaching tht
Ftomach that when cogaul itcd. as it mu-- t

be by the gastric juice while digestion is
going on. Instead of being one hard mass
it is more in the form of a sponge and In
and out of the entire bulk the gastric Juice
can perform its dutle-s- .

A brilliant touch of color v, as given to a
recent wedding In a Heightening city by
the glowing costumes f the luidesmaids.
who wore gowns of joppy-re- d cashmere
made in conventionalized i;re k style, with,
which big picture bats ef black velvet nnd
feathers harmemized admirably. The house
dee-oration- s were the dark creen of holly
and other foliage plants, with full wreaths
ed the scarle t everlastings hung wherever
tl cir effect was neMed. Against this green,
and n-- d background and environment
the bride's white satin toilet was beautiful-
ly prominent.

Many caieful students of social economics
that the rcrvant --training ejuestjon Ij

going to be solved by the Inc reasing exten-
sion of outside service. As long ago as the
Columbian exposition and in these bufy
days three years and a half make up a
goodly pe-riei- of time it was the opinion
of those who studied the matter that the
fewer resident servants i t an establishment
the less friction. For the average house-
hold ore maid is better than two. two are
preferable to three, and so on. The addi-t'.or- al

service is now more and more easily
secured, with Increased hide pciubnice of
employer and employed.

Crossed lxdie-e- s or surplice effect prevsll
v ry largely on both day gows and evening
toilets among the mh i: creations of
French genii's. Not a few of the corsages
for vou:.g women and sb-rde- r matrons are
Ian d up the bad:; the front portion.
whethe r high or low In the i ( k. drajK-- d

from sHe to th two different materials
olten being used for the surplus foM. Pke
spangle d lulle and velvit on .tln-broeh- d

gown e r inolre and ein'miid, red chiflon
dr.:pln'T a lustrous copied silk or Lyons sat-
in. Added to these fjM-- d deoral oiis ar
rosettes of satin r'ld. n. j?ve:.-- pins and
buckles and Jabots of rich la' e.

Quick as an electric fash Collin
QUICK! VOIUK uietiritrMmii!'"'"

goro lucgs.weak lack, painful
kidneys.aching mucles, uterineQUICK! pains, ufcd iheumaluuxu

woTimu nooK of tiic didir iib-virAV- ED

hy nit. lymax aiibott.

Proverb a Collection of Many Thing,
but They Do Mot Kxprrss Iratl

Ideal or Its Philosophy.

Brooklyn Eagle.
"The Book of Proverbs" wa the subject

treated of by Ir. Abbott in the continua
tion, in Plymouth Church Sunday night, of
his series? of sermons on "The Bible as
literature." Dr. Abbott said:

There are' two conceptions of the Bible
which stand in somewhat marked contrast
with each other. Both of them recognize a
divine inspiration in the book 'and a true
revealing of Cod through the book. One
questions. If It does not deny, differences
In inspiration and authority. According to
this view it is God who Is speaking in all
these books, and, as Cod is one, the voice
must bo one; as tho authority is God's the
tuthority is equal in all the books; there
is no difference. There is the same author-
ity in the gospel of John and the book ef
Chronicles; the same voice m the book of
Pro verbs and in the book of Psalms. All
these books stand on the same level, speak
with the same voice, express the same
authority. The other conception regards
tho Bible as literature, not, primarily, a
book; as a collection of voices, not, pri
marily, one voice. It recognizes that God
hn spoken through men oC differenl tcm- -

. -

who have discerned Him with different de-
grees of clearness and heard Ills voice and
interpreted It with different degrees of ac
curacy. According to this conception there
is a difference in the degree of inspiration
in different books, a difference in the clear-
ness of revelation in the different books
and a difference in the adaptation of differ
ent books to different persons. One person
will find in one book the great strength and
inspiration of his life, and another person
of a different temperament will find greater
strength and Inspiration in a different book;
one person will rejoice in Paul, to another
Paul will be all enigmatical, a. great ble

riddle, and he will read John; an-
other will find John a mystic, whom he
cannot understand, and Mark will be his
favorite gospel; another will turn to the
Old Testament and find his inspiration in
the Psalms, while etill another will accept
the Psalms because the rest of the church
does so. but will really get his instructionout of the book of Proverbs.

Iho second is tho view which I entertain
and In the application of this view I amcarrying out this course of Sunday evening
sermons. I am trying to show that thereare different voices in the Bible, differentdegrees of inspiration, different measures
of authority, different clearnesses of revela
tion and different apieals to men and wom-
en of different temperatures.

The. book of Proverbs, which we are to
consider to-nig- ht,' strikingly illustrates,from that point of view, this difference.
The book of Proverbs and the book of
Psalms come close together in the bound
volume, but they are perhaps the two types
of literature farthest removed from one an-
other in the collection of books regardedas the expression of varied human experi-
ences appealing to different human experi-
ences. For our purpose to-nig- ht we may
consider knowledge as of three kinds.
Thero is. in the first place, scientific knowl-
edge. By this I mean that which comes
forth from a careful observation of thephenomena of llf?, n comparison of those,
phenomena, tmd a deduction of the great
laws which underlie them, and of whichthey are. exhibitions or manifestations.
This may be natural science, intellectualscience, or moral science. Hut in every case
scientific knowledge is derived in the sameway. The scientist explores the phenomena
of the material universe, he compares therailing of the apple with the circulationof the planets and from all the variousphenomena he deduces the law of gravita-
tion. Or ho may make a- study of humanactivity as it goes on in the brain. liedoes this by physical tests. He examinesand determines the time which it takesfor an Impression to pass from the eye to
thi brain, and for the will to transfer fromthe brain to the finger tip. and by thesephysical tests he builds up the science ofphysiological psychology. Or he examinesthe phenomena of human consciousnesswhat it really Is. Two professors of psy-
chology in one of our great, universitieshave recently attempted such an examina-tion respecting religious phenomena. Theyhave carried on a very wide correspond-ence. They have inquired into conversion.They have formed no theological theory tostart with, but they have written to a. largenumber of persons and have made a care-
ful study of literature to ascertain whatconversion was in the individual instance,and then, tabulating the results . of allthese experiences, they have endeavored todeduce some laws governing this which is.on the whole, the grandest and most vitalphenomenon in human experience. This istho scientific method. It mav lie appliedto material things or semi-materi- al experi-ences, or purely psychological experiences.

INTUITIONAL KNOWLEDGE.
The second kind of knowledge is intui-

tional. Some men know some truths in
stantly. They simply perceive them. The
evidence of those truths is within them-
selves. I think that we are all, to a certain
extent, intuitionalists. and that there are
truths in human experience that do not re
quire any outward demonstration or de
fer se. But whether this be true or not,
there certainly are poets and prophets who
are men of vision. When Browning says
"Thou. God, art love. I build my faith onmat. ne is not stating a sclentltlc conclusion; on the contrary, he Is statinir an av,
iom. though you may. if vou nb :iso. e:ill
it an axiom of the heart. He sees love, andon love he builds his philosophy. WhenPaul, who was peculiarily an intuitional.
1st and a poet, says. "We know that allthings work together for good to them that
love God." he is not stating a scientific con-
clusion: he does not reach this nmoositiotiby an examination of the phenomena ofme it nasi.es upon him: he somehow sees
good in everything: in so far as he can hejusunes ms assertion by the examination
of phenomena, and then waits for furtherngnt. j'roressor Tynuall has shown that all
science has made its advance through this
intuitional vision of truth; not bv explora

iy umum. x ne .scientist n;s seen as
in a vision some great truth and then has
steadily, patiently made an investigation toJustify or correct his vision.

The third form of Knowledge is that
w men is ut riven simpiy irona observationor experience. It differs from the scientific
in that it does not trace back the phe
nomcna, the experience, to any general
law. It differs from the Intuitional in that
it is wholly or almost wholly without theelement of vision. Wo know what we haveseen and olserved. We know what lies
within the realm of our own experience.
And this Knowledge, which is often verv
narrow and sometimes misleading, cannot
be taken away from us. rvow this knowl
edge, which may be called the practical as
opposed to the spiritual or intuitional, or
the empirical as opposed to the scientific
this knowledge, not of truth, but of truths,
this knowledge derived from our own ob-
servation and experience, without any realattempt to see what lies behind them, finds
its expression in the world's literaturelargely in I'roverhs. I'roverbs are not the
expression of idealists; Proverbs arc not
th expression of scientific thinkers; Pro- -
verbs are the result of keen, close, careful
observation, epitomized in brief and preg
nant sentences.

The book of Proverbs is. then, a collec
tion of apothegms, proverbial sentences.
proverbial paragraphs, odes, sonnets, as we
shall presently see: but these sentences, or
odes, or paragraphs, do not express the
ideal of Isiae.. They do not express its
hope or Its expectation. They do not ex-
press it.- - philosophy. They do not express
its creed. They express simply the result
of the observation of keen-ejv- d men on af-
fairs. They are called tho I'roverhs of Sol
omon, not because he wrote them all the
Kok expressly ::ays ho did not but be
cause he, so to speak, set the fashion of
coining wisdom into proverbial phrase-
ology. That this is the object and the
character of the look is apparent n what
would be its tltb page if the book were
rightly printed; what is in point of fact
presented as its title page in I'rof. Moul- -
tons modern readers inbie;

titm: pack.
T)ie of Solimnn, the ?on of David

Kir.g of Israel:
To know vi-U- m and instruction:
To ui.tern the words of understanding:
To reoele instruction In wist dealing.
In riuhteousr.ess aiid Judsrrrent and eqjlty;
To Klve Fubtllty l the jdrn-l- i

T the younjf man knowLdKi and discretion:
That tho wli-- man may hear, end Increase in

learning :

And that the man of understanding may attain
Utdo sound counsels;

To understand a proverb, and a figure:
-- The word of th wise, and their dark sayings.

We are not. then, to look in the book, of

chosen people of God. It contains no sug
gestion of a coming Messiah tne great
hone of Israel. I cannot find that it con
tains any hint of the Immortality of the
soul. It makes only one or two references
to sacrifice, and practically none at all to
either the cerenonial law or the temp!e
service. It contilns reference to the law,
but.it bases the obligation of the law upon
prudential considerations, not upon the ob-
ligation to obey Jehovah. In the main-th- ere

are exceptions but In the main it
bases the laws of right and wrong
vpon prudential considerations, noi
where the idealist placed them
upon divine, infinite, eternal law. It
recognizes a personal God. and yet it has
little to say about him. In other words, the
point of view of the writers of the Proverbs
is the point of view of a man who takes this
life as it actually is. describes it as u is,
and gives the result of his observation,
telling us not what ought to be, but what
is. There are better books than the bok
of Proverbs for the conduct of public wor-
ship; there are better books for the inspira
tion of private devotion; mere are oener
books for the inspiration of higher Meals,
but there, is no better book in the mine
for a young man to take who desires to
guide himself by wise counsels with refer-
ence to this present life. I want to-nig- ht.

not so, much to talK aoout tne oook i
Proverbs, as to let the book of I'roverhs

I i . I i t 4l itspeaK to you ior useu. i sa uin n
distinctly characterized by a lack of Ideal
ity. It is practical, not meai. i oeucai
sometimes in form, its pictures are taken
fmm tho experiences of life. Iet
me read, for example, contrasting the two.
a psalm of praise to the Creator, the God
of nature, from the book of Psalms, and
then an odo of praise to wisdom as me
Creator, from the book of Proverbs.

A PSALM OF PRA1SB TO JEHOVAH.
A Psalm of David.

fMvA unto the Inrd. O Ve Soils of the mighty.
Jive unto the glory and strength.
Uve unto the Lord the jslory due unto Ills name;

Worship the Lord in the teauty of holiness.

The voice of the Lord Is 'jpon the waters;
The God of Klory thundereth.
Kven the Iyrd uron many waters.
The voice of the Ird is powerful:

v. ih,. IipH u full of malopty.
The voice of the Icrd treaketh the cedars.
yea, the Lord breaketh in pieces tne ccuars oi

Lebanon. '

lie niaketh them also to skip like a rail.
lbanon and Sirion like a young wild ox.
The voice of the Lord elcaveth the flames or fire.
The voice of the lxrd shaketh tho wilderness;
rr--i t i ..h.inth tho u'iia.rruks of Kadesn.
The voice of the Lord maketh tho hinds to cale.
And strlppeth the forests na re.
And in His temple even' thing saltn. Glorj.

'i--v, ia tha x.-nr- nf tmatrination. A poet.
nn intuitionalist, looking upon nature, upon
the thunderstorm, xne imuis, me v..--,

. r,.. ii .. w.Hin.l them all the in- -
visible Jehovah. Turn now to ProverU and
read tho ode to wisdom and onsere inn u
is an ode. not to a personal Jehovah, but
to an Impersonal wisuom:

AN ODC TO WISDOM.
The Ird possessed me In the beginning of Ills

tt.1V.
Before Ilia works of old.
1 waf set up from evenasunff. irom mo uc--

einnine.
Or ever the earth was.
When there were no depths. I was brought forth.
Wh n there were no fountains ahoundlnff with

water.
Before the mountains were settled.
lWore the hill was I brought forth:
While as yet He had not made the earth, nor tne

w.-- tl Kt'crirmln?r nf the dust of the world.
ii. hod tho h;ivprn. I wa there:

When He set a circle upon the face of the deep.
When He made tirm tne skips auuve.
When the fountains of tcie deep became strong:
.... ii.. .. . ... cf.i ifa t.niinrf.

That the waters should not transgress His com
mandments:

When He marked out the lounaauons oi ur
earth:

Then I was by Him. as a master workman.
And I was laily Ills ienni.
Iteloicing always before Him:
itv.'i. in;n in ilia hflblfnlile e.irtn:
And' im" delight was with the sons of men.
Now. therefore, my sons. nparKcn um- - m-- .

For blessed are they that keep my ways.
Hear instruction and be wise.
And refuse It not.
51eed is the man that nearetn me,

Watching daily at my gates.
Waiting at the of my doors.
For whoro f.ndeth me rindtrth lire.
And shall obtain favor of the Lrl.
Hut he that slnneth against me v. i unrein ma

cfklll..ti n
All they that hate me love death.

ti uar-- a ia it la true, nn historic imag
ination, but it H only an imagination that
carries wisdom back to the beginning. And
thoe who personify wisdom, as some com-
mentators have done, and make it the sec-

ond person in the Trinity and try to derive
trom it we Hfiu.u p.w.riun. , . r.Tthor nro m;ikitie- - the mistarte
of reading theology into a lorm of litera
ture which had. property spea m . no
theology in it. This ode Is the glorilicatiort
of wisdom as eternal, eternal as Jehovah
Himself.

n-- i. i . net liotwppn....... the Proverbs and1 nil wnnw- -

the Psalms Is. perhaps, still more striking
ly brought OUt in tne presentation ui me
two paths of life which they each ofTer.
Hero is the representation of the two paths
from the Psalms:

THH TWO PATHS: PSALMS.
d Is the man that walketh not ia the coun

sel of the wicked.
Xor standeth in the v. ay of rlnners.
Nor silteth In the seat of the scornful.
i... i,in aiiaht u... In... the law of the Lord:
A I J l in.-- . , -

And In Ills law doth he meditate day and nlpnt.
And hi? snau oe iik? a. ine pianieu ft

cirAomu iif water.
tv,c i,rin"ftli forth Its fruit In its season.
Whose leaf also doth not wither;
And whatsoever he uoein snau prosper.
The wicked are not so;
Put are like the chart wnicn tne win-- t anvein

Therefuni the wicked shall not stand in the
judgment.

Nor tnn ra in the congregation of the righteous.
For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous:
P.ut the way of the wicked shall perish.

That throughout is in structure and form
poetic. It might have been written ly a

Ivitfl his notion of the effect ofin. in ii - -

justice and wickedness out of his own con
sciousness, WHO nail inane no uiwnaumi
of life, but projected1 on the paper before
him simply his own ideal, who prophesies
the final outcome oi gooo ami mi, wrau.-- u

he has faith in the justice of an unseen
Jehovah. Hut the other ode to two paths
in the Hook of Proverns is very oinereni
in its spirit. It is a picture painted by a

...i. j. .,L--n nfo lout ns it is. a nictureIII. til V II" lir -- ' J ' -

which might be painted by a man without
knowledge of, Jeliovan, mougn acuuuu is
referred to in it.

Till: TWO PATHS: PROVERBS.
Hear. O my son. and receive my sayings;

nd the v-a- if thy life hall be many,
i have ta'ught thee in the way of wisdom;

the oaths of Uprightness.
When th..u goest, thy steps not be stralt- -

4 M.T I' ii. .11 mn nest, thou shalt not stumble.
Take fat hold of instruction let her not go:
Keep litr; for she is my no--.
Knt T not into the path of the wicked,
And walk m l in Hi way of evil men.

if i,nv not bv it:
Turn from" it, and ;a;-- s on
For they sleep not, except iney nae uone mis-

chief ;

And their fleep ts taken away unless they cause
some to fall.

For they eat the bread of wickedness.
And drink the wine of
Put the path ot the righteousness is as the light

. . r .1. ....,
That shineth more and mre unto the perfect day.
The way of the wicKfn is a oaiiwi-- .

They know not at wnai iney Mumoie.
Sometimes there is only a contrlist. some-

time there is an apparent conflict between
tho idealist and tho practical observer, as
i- -. .i nvimniiw from Proverlis and
Isaiah I wonder if some of you have not
sometimes shivered and revolted at the first
passage I am going to reau. l ojten uu
i r v...i,.x..i .).iv The nicturo it calleo11. Ill ivrni"" ...- - r '
up when 1 thought wisdom was identical
with Jehovah was a nigntmare to me.

WISDOM fc? WARNING.
How long, ye simple ones, will ye love sim

plicity"
And Kt-riiiT- . delight them In scorning.
And fools hate knowledge?
Turn vou at my reproof:
Behold. I will pour out my spirit unto you,
1 wil make known my words unto you.
Because 1 have called, and ye have refused;
I hue ptrttthed out my hand, and no man re

garded;
But e have set at naught all my counsel.

n 1 would none of my reproof:
I also will liusgh in the day of y.tir calamity;
I v. ill irork v. hen your fear comth;
Wh n v ur fear comth es a storm.
Ami your calamity cometh on as a whirlwind;
xi-k..- .Mctiv sir..! r.rriruish rcir.e upon you.
Then" shall they cad upon me, but I will not

an5M r;
They shall sel; iv.e diligently, but they shall net

find me:
For that they hatod e.

And did n t i r. i pe the tear of the Ixird:
Thy would nne oi my counsel;
They despi.etl ::U my repn-nf- :

Therefore shall Uu y cat of the fruit of their own
way.

And le rilled with their own devices.
Is that what Jehovah says of himself?

Is it the (Jod who sent His own San Into
the world that He might save men who to-ject- ed

llim? Is it the (Jod depicted in the
parable f the prodigal son as coming forth
to meet the boy who has thrown .away his
ltfo and bring him back to manhood again?
Does lie say. "1 will laugh at their calam-
ity: I will not hear when they call upon
me?" To think that is profanation and

satire upon life, gathering a few out of
many. Some will appeal to some or us and
others to others; for the most part they
will appeal to us as they are interpreted
to us by our own experiences.
Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of

trouble
13 like a broken tooth, and a foot out of joint.

You relied on your tooth to feed you; It
is broken. You relied on your foot to
carry you. and at every step you take you
cringe with pain. l.iko me oroKen loom.
like the foot out or joint is tne menu you
relied upon to stand by you in tho time of
trouble, who lied away and left you.
It Is better to dwell In the corner of the housetop.
Than with a contentious woman In a wide house.

I hone there are none of us who have had
any experience that Interprets that text.
Ho that passeth by and vexeth himself with

strife belonging not to him.
Is like one that taketh a dog by the ears.

Why? Because when one has gotten a
cross dog uy tne ears ne cannot in k".
When you once get Into a controversy that
does not belong to you. it is not easy to
get out of It. I think that would lie a great
proverb for a sermon to the United States
Senate.
A continual dropping in a very rainy day
Anl a contentious woman are auKe:
lie that would restrain her restralneth the wind,

nd his right hand encouatereth oil.
He cannot ston her. and if he tries to do

it. she slips out from under him and begins
again in another strain. Contrast with
these satires on woman tne oeautitui pic-
ture of a true housewife contained in the
last chapter of tho Book of I'roverhs.

TIIC ?Ll'ii 1 VHP.
The sluggard saith. There is a lion In the way;
A Hon la In the streets.
As the door turneth uikwi its hinges.
So doth the sluggard upon his bed.
The sluggard burieth his hand in the dish;
It wearieto Mm to tiring it again to his mouth.
The sluggard la wiser la his own conceit
Than seven men that can render a reason.

THINGS NOT TO UK BOItXK.
For three things the earth duth tremble.
And for four which it cannot bear:
For a servant when he is kins;
And a fool when he Is tilled with meat;
For an odious woman when she is married:
And an handmaid that is heir to her mistress.

Proverbs r.re necessarily fragments of
truth. They are often, therefore, untrue, if
they are measured by scientific standards,
and they are sometimes self-contradicto- ry.

The true writer of proverbs does not hesi-tst- e
to put down the contradictions of per-

sonal experience ahd leave the scientist to
deal with them as best he can, as in this
familiar proverb:
Answer not a fool according to his folly,
IKt thou also be like unto him.
Answer a foci according to his folly.
Len he be wise in his own ct nceit.

Both of those experiences are common In
controversies. The net law resulting from
the contrast is this: Do not answer him
at all. This book of I'roverhs contains pic-
tures of life. They are Meissonnier pi-
ctureslittle, brief, compact, brilliant in
color.

THE TIPPLER.
Who hath v.oe? who hath sorrow? who hath con-

tentions?
Who hath complaining? who hath wounds with-

out cause ?
Who hath ledncss of eyes?
They that tarry long at the wine;
They that go to seek out mixed wine.
L-o- thou not upon the wine when it is red.
When it giveth its color In the cup.
When it poeth down smoothly:
At the last it biteth like a serpent,
And stineth like an adder.

Sometimes these, pictures from different
parts of the book are put in strong con-
trast:

A PROSPEROUS FARMER.
Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks
And lordv well to th herds:
For riches are not forever;
And doth the enwn endure unto all generations?
The hay is carried.
And the tender grass howeth Itself,
And the herbs of the mountains are gathered In.
The lmbs ere for thy clothing.
And the goats are the price of the field:
And there will be goats" milk enough fo' thy

food.
For the food of thy household:
And maintenance for thy maidens.

This is a pretty, simple, idyllic picture of
ar. industrious, prospe.-cu- s farmer. Read in
contrast to this picture of a different kind
of farmer:

THE FIELD OF THE SLOTHFUL
I went by the field of the slothful.
And by the vineyard of the main void of under-

standing;
And. lo, it was all grown over with thorns.
And tie face thereof was coveted with r.ettlcs.
And the stone wall thereof was broken down.
Then I beheld, and considered well:
I saw, and received instrvctior.
Yet little sleen. a little plumber.
A little folding of the hands to sleep:
So sh.ll thy poverty come as a robber;
And thy want as an armed man.

The great danger of proverbs is that they
will come false, because superlicial; cyn-
ical, because they do not look below the
surface. Thus we have In one of the great
proverb makers of literature Rochefo-
ucaulda few which I cite for the purpose of
illustrating this danger in proverbial liter-
ature: ' Gratitude is a likely sense of favors
to come:" "We all have strength to hear
other people's troubles;" Repentance is
pot regret for III done by us. but fear of ill
yet to come upon us;" "Love of justice is
fear of suffering Injustice." Yet more cyn-
ical are some of those of Chamfort: "The
public! How many fools docs it take to
make a public!" "Celebrity is the advan-
tage of being known to people who do not
know you." But now the book of I'roverhs
Is not cynical. It is satirical, but never
misanthropic. It is a great faith and a real
hope. The writers of these proverbs do
give, it is true, the fruit of observation,
tut an observation tempered and illumi-
nated bv insight. Let me read one or two
to illustrate this. The first one antedates
the counsel of Christ Himself:
Put net thyself forward in tne presence of the

kinr- -

And rtand rot In the place of great men:
For b-tt- -r it is that It be tald unto thee, Come

u; hither;
Than that thiu sfcoul.lst be put lower in the

pre.-(m-e of tie prince,
Wh.eia thine eyt-- s have een.

Compare with that what Christ has given
as Ills counsel, based, indeed, on almost
the same foundation of practical prudence:
"When thou art bidden of any man to a
wedding. it not down in the highest room,
lest a more honorable man than thou !.

bidden of him. And he that bade thee and
him come and say to thee. Give this man
place; and thou begin with shame to take
the lowest room. But when thou art bidden,
go and Kit down in the lowest room; that
when he that bade thee cometh. he may

Banks. I was one of Mr. Banks's chier
supporters, and after he was elected he
came to me and told me that I could have
any chairmanship in the House except that
of the ways and means, which, according
to custom, had to be given to the leader or
the defeated element of the party, and con-
sequently went to John Sherman I replied
that I wanted nothing, and that 1 did not
Intend to stay in Congress. I told Speaker
1?iinlf2 that m r Mft wta r 1 t luiclnnco
one, and added: 'Now I want to learn all
I can during my stay in Congress about
the government that will be of benefit to
mc in my business. The ways and means
committee has more to do with managing
the government of the United States than
anything else, ar.d a position upon it will
teach me much. I don't care for any of
the chairmanships, but if at the close of
your appointments you find you have a
place left for tne on the ways and means
committee I will take it.'
' "General Banks replied that he would
give me the second place on that com
initteo. ami did so. I found my position of
immense value to tne. I learned there all
about our financial methods and got infor
uidi nu vi.ii ii. im in iiiv.iiviiiaoie viue
to me ever since. I know now just how
things ought to go I know what will bo
the effect of certain legislation upon the
markets and I can feel almost intuitively
the results of congressional action."

At this moment the brokers outside lc
tamo more and more anxious to see Mr.
Sage. During our long talk the door had
been slylj-- opened by his cashier again and
again, and each time the old man would
raise his hand and say, "In a moment."
"In fifteen minutes." or "In live minutes."
according to the story he was telling at the
time. As he made the last statement the
v.hite-mustach- cd cashier came In again,
ar.d the old millionaire rose and held out
his hand, as much as to say that the in
terview was closed. As I shook it I said:

"Ji'.st one more question. Mr. Sage. You
are one of the richest men of this country.
You are said to be cne of the richest men
of the world. You have more money than
you can ever spend, four Income to-da- y

Li beyond the wildest ambitions of your
youth. Now. won't ycu tell me why with
all this you keep on working? Why don't
you retire-- and take a rest and enjoy what
you have made?"

"Ah." rep.led the old man. as hi blue
eyes looked solx-rl- y Into mine. "I don't
know why. I den t know that I could stop
if I would. I fear I should not live long
if 1 did so. 1 lliee 1 like work Utter
than I do play. My chief happint ss to-da- y

Is in my work, and I suppose my machinery
will go on at this same rate as long as I
live." PICANK G. CAHBENTEU.

Friendship Defined.w

Chicago Iteccrd.
"Penelope, what is your Idea of friend-

ship?"
-- It is letting a woman tell you her trou-

bles when you arc dylnjf to tell her yours."

A


